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CTA 2019 AGM Presidents Report – Stuart Crombie

Hello and welcome members of the CTAWA to our Annual General Meeting.

2018 was a very good year for touring and riding with the CTAWA. The highlight was of 
course the OYB “Toasting the Valleys” in the Bridgetown-Margaret River region of the 
south-west. The tour was satisfyingly over-subscribed with riders attending from Victoria, 
NSW, Queensland and even Germany. Comments that I heard around the ride were 
‘excellent’, ‘wonderfully smoothly organised and run’, ‘friendly’, ‘supportive’, ‘lovely route’, 
‘great scenery’. So I think we can take it that the OYB committee did a fantastic job in 
organising and running this premier event, and ‘thank you’ too to all the volunteers who 
laid the tables, cooked the porridge, loaded and drove the trucks and the other myriad of 
tasks that it takes to run the event.

Full pannier tours to the Porongurup Denmark region and the Retiree’s Run to Corrigin 
were well supported by members as were shorter weekends to Harvey and Northam and 
part of the Munda Biddi track. Small self-organised groups ran their own mini-tours or 
joined other tours run by other organisations all over Australia and around the world 
including the USA, Africa, Europe and Japan.

While riding for our own pleasure we also give a significant boost to the economies of the 
towns that we stay in or passed through. Hopefully, locals who might not see a lot of 
cyclists will be more supportive of our habit if they see a connection to their local 
community and businesses. 

Between tours there has been an active list of Sunday and mid-week social rides and a 
summer series of evening dinner trips around Perth organised largely by Rita, Connie and 
Miranda. For the more committed there was the Achievement Rides series co-ordinated by
Arie. Although the ARs were not as well patronized as in past years those putting in the 
effort got rewarded by knowing they have made the distance and climbed the hills. Some 
got stories to tell of frozen toes and fingers on the ‘160 km’ or just enjoying the coffee and 
skipping the ride the ‘10 in 4’  because the wind was too strong that day! Club stalwart 
Bruce gets special notice for being the only rider to undertake the ‘300 km’ ride, and on his
own, in 2019.

I want to thank tours and rides co-ordinators Stan, Liz, Arie and the OYB committee for 
organizing what really has been an exceptional year of tours and rides for the CTAWA. 
The capacity groups signing on for the three bigger tours this year show that the demand 
for our style of touring is definitely there and our club is doing a good job in filling that 
demand.

More prosaically, administrative processes have made substantial gains in 2018. Doug 
has kept the secretarial duties running smoothly. The complex and detailed revised club 
constitution which Roy developed over the last three years he was secretary was lodged 
with the WA Dept of Commerce in 2018. A copy of our constitution is on the CTA website. 
Treasurer Christine has kept our club finances in order over the year. This is one of those 
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jobs where the activity is invisible until something goes wrong, and nothing has gone 
wrong so thank you Christine. 

Another committee member who has operated smoothly in the background is Jane in 
clothing who has embarked on a program of reducing the amount of club cash tied up in 
unsold clothing stock as well as finding new suppliers for individual clothing orders. 

Members may have noticed that the club website has been upgraded and is becoming 
more user friendly. At the same time the newsletter has moved entirely on-line which has 
both saved expense on printing and mailing while simultaneously increasing our abilities to
keep information up to date and to provide direct links to other web pages that might be 
useful to members. Thanks Angus, Rosalee and Hilary.

The CTAWA has done well in 2018 but still faces some challenges. Many of these 
challenges are common to community organisations and service clubs across Australia.

Our membership is aging which is showing up in the reluctance of many to engage in more
strenuous hills rides and the longer achievement rides. Recruiting a new generation (or 
two) of riders is slow as we are effectively in competition with many other options and pulls
on people’s time. Cheaper communications and the internet through Facebook and the like
is replacing many of the social functions offered by clubs such as ours, especially for 
younger people. Many members are also experiencing the ‘sandwich generation’ 
phenomenon of looking after frail parents while helping their children or grandchildren at 
home and have less time for day or weekend long rides. 

Your committee is reacting to this by trying to promote club activities in the new media by 
putting more effort into the CTAWA Facebook page, moving the newsletter on-line and 
adding more functionality to the club webpage. We are also looking at adding CTAWA 
events to on-line events pages and promoting ourselves on other sites such as Bicycling 
WA. You will have noticed that we are using more direct emails to alert members to 
upcoming events or changes; we are mindful of keeping these to a minimum to avoid 
spamming recipients while using the medium effectively.

We are getting there and hope to develop these efforts in 2019.

An on-line survey is being run so that members and others could tell us what you liked 
about the club in 2108 and what you would like to see more of in 2019. Some early results 
of the survey will be presented at the meeting.

As always your committee is working hard to give you, the members, what you expect 
from the CTAWA. You can help by broaching matters of concern or interest to you with 
committee members directly or by email. At the same time you might take a more active 
role by leading rides or tours or helping with the newsletter or in some other way.

I wish you all an enjoyable and safe year of riding in 2019.

Stuart Crombie
President 2018
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